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Akitoshi Iwamoto 3 ’* and Hideaki Ohba* 3 : A New Combination in Cerasus ( Rosaceae ) 
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Summary: A new combination, Cerasus jamasakura 
var. humilis (Makino) Iwamoto & H. Ohba, is 
proposed, and reasons for its recognition as distinct 
from C. jamasakura war. jamasakura are provided. 

Primus jamasakura Siebold ex Koidz. f. 
humilis (Makino) Sugim. is a peculiar cherry that 
usually produces flowers within three years after 
germination (Makino 1906). Its Japanese name, 
Wakaki-no-Sakura, reflects it early maturity. 
Wakaki-no-Sakura was once recognized as 
a distinct species, Prunus ogawana Makino 
(Makino 1928), but later was treated as a form 
of Prunus jamasakura (Sugimoto 1961). Ohba 
(2001) placed it in synonymy under Cerasus 
jamasakura and did not distinguish it at any 
rank. According to this recognition, Ohba et 
al. (2007) treated it as a cultivar of Cerasus 
jamasakura. 

Wakaki-no-Sakura apparently differs 
from C. jamasakura var. jamasakura in shoot 
organization (Iwamoto et al. 2001). Additionally, 
we have recently discovered that leaf formation 
is also characteristic and clearly different 
from that in C. jamasakura var. jamasakura. 
Molecular phylogenic analysis based on nuclear 
ribosomal ITS sequences, however, shows a 
close relationship between them (Iwamoto et al., 
in preparation). 

It is therefore appropriate to recognize this 
flowering cherry as distinct from other species, 
but based on morphological similarities and 
molecular evidence to include it within Cerasus 
jamasakura , which requires a new combination. 

Cerasus jamasakura (Siebold ex Koidz.) 
H. Ohba 

var. hum ili s (Makino) Iwamoto & H. Ohba, 


comb. nov. 

Primus pseudocerasus Lindl. var. humilis 
Makino in Bot. Mag. (Tokyo) 6: 52 (1892), nom. 
nud. 

Primus pseudocerasus Lindl. a. spontanea 
Maxim, subvar. humilis Makino in Bot. Mag. 
(Tokyo) 20 : 44 (1906). 

Prunus pseudocerasus Lindl. [var. (a.) 
jamasakura (Siebold) Makino] subvar. a. glabra 
Makino f. humilis (Makino) Makino in Bot. 
Mag. (Tokyo) 22 : 98 (1908). 

Prunus serrulata Lindl. a. spontanea 
(Maxim.) Makino subvar. a. glabra Makino f. 
humilis (Makino) Makino in Bot. Mag. (Tokyo) 
26 : 176(1912). 

Prunus ogawana Makino in J. Jpn. Bot. 5: 
11 (1928). 

Prunus jamasakura Siebold ex Koidz. f. 
humilis (Makino) Sugim., New Keys Jap. Tr.: 
468(1961). 
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Mitsuru Usuba: The Northernmost Locality of Ceratopteris thalictroides ( Adiantaceae ) 
on the Pasific Ocean Side of Japan 


Summary : Ceratopteris thalictroides (L.) Brongn. 
(Adiantaceae) was newly found in paddy fields of 
Iwaki, Fukushima Prefi, northern Japan. This is the 
northernmost locality of this species on the Pacific 
Ocean side of Japan. 
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